















it, ODe- 
€ CON- 


‘th and 
Luding 
it, and 


ves. 
ore, 


ROE. 












f Books 


press. 


Repre- 
> Ton. 
ousand 
priated 
asury, 
tion of 
of the 


se sum 
e, and 
py un- 
e pur 


OF. 





























































whole. An object of improve: may be entirely 
within a nd still be of a Fedéral character, asa 
road toa fe jon. ‘The object niay embrace 



















tenm of Sumy. 
at such times as may for the, con- 
ned in the second section of the bill, and to be re- 
: saved, ssction Sillivinse lie Secretary of the 
Treasury to make subseriptions on the part of the 
United States, in such.c nies for internal improve- 
nts as may b ted by the respective states, 
as Congress may" from time to time. 
The third” section “a provision, that @ich 
state May, a ictions, purchase the stock 
subscribed in suc ate, and take a transfer of the 


same fromthe Secretary of the Treasury. 
The fo ection directs ecretary of the Trea- 
sury, as long as any stock gs to the United States, 


as! nena, dividends on the and — for 
end each company, ) tot ares 
The committee have directed their attentign, mainly, 
to such considerations of the *ubject as may lead to 
the actual execution of internal um 
_ The. » of the Federal Government, as a 
general head, existence of many states as sepa - 
rate parts of the whole, create obstacles against the ex- 
tion | i nt works, but none, it is believ- 
ed, which may not be overcome, and in a manner that 
will be reconcileable to the pretensions of iiferent 
A f hiether they be- 
s to of improvements, w 
ta ho Genera Government or to a ; 


Steun ofa will be,’in a degree, veaci we 


of two states, as a bridge over a river that divides the 
two states ; yet the states may erect the bridge, if Con- 
gress gives its consent, otherwise any agreement or com- 
pact between the states will not be binding ; in such a 
case, could either give consent, or cause the 
bridge to be erected by the United States, if it was ne- 
cessary to avswer any national purpose: or it might be 
erected by-a2 company incorpogated by the two states. 
If the object of improvement has a wide range, andis 
to pass through many states, there the General Gov- 
ernmefitean act alone, as in the case of the improve- 
ments of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. These im- 
provements cannot be distinguished from any other of 
the same importance, that passes through a umber of 
states. a 

It isunnecessary, at the present, to mak@ any effort 
to ascertain where the true linejon this subject lies be- 
tween the General and State Governments: Congress 
must decide on each cas@ as it arises, and it is be- 
lieved that there never can be any collision, Congress 
will never be disposed to a@t without the co-operation 
of the States, except in ‘@national work, passing through) 
different states, and where the states through which it 

sses are not itiferested ina degree sufficient to in- 
duée them to undertake the perfection of the work, or 
any able part of it; such cases, in the opinion 
of the committee, may be.considered as of the first na- 
tional class, and cannot b@ inéluded in any general and 
specific systems : for, although the mountains, streams, 
and thé variety of our climate and soil, willaj6t change, 
still it would be rash to adopt a system designating 
where roads, @@nals, and bridges, should be located; 
ten or twenty years hence ; each case must depend on 
the course of trade, and the circumstances that may 
exist, at the moment it 1s te be eatried into execution. 

The committee, iowever, are of opinion, that there is 
a secondary ¢lass of cases, on which the General Go- 
vernment and the states can act conjointly by the sub- 
scription, of stock on the part-of the United States, in 
, incorporated in the respective states, for in- 
ternal improvements. 
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fereat facilities for the construction of a mail road. 






a compa- 
degree, national, 


€ss to countenance, 
Ge in cach case, when 
stances and merits. 

to act for the good of 


‘oleg and there, must many instances where 
pa mee nion Wl require larger ex- 
-imone portion of the Country than ia ano- 


upon its 






: atural advantages for 
jniprovements, will not willing to yield them to the 







1 Government, alt or sane in need! 
of its aid in the beginning , Pennsylvania 
from her i and pride, never could be disposed to 
pertnit the canal, from the Susquehannal 
to to go into any other hands than her own. 





Teceiving aid from 
the General 7w H retains to the states 
the right of purchasing the interest of the United States 
at pleasure. Ny , 

ress cart act, ip any-vase, after receiving the ne- 
cessary information, without waiting for. information 


The object of i the bill, this session, is to 
lay the ; before the public ; itis nut de- 


ned to act on it until the next session of Congress, 
- its details, if the pri of the bill are sanc- 

i can be revised and unproged. ~ 
committee cannot e how the General 
avernment can aid in yee eb improvements off 
ye country, in most cases, with greater propriety than 
by subseri tions to companies incorporated by the re- 
ea ws Congress will’ have the opimion of the 
United States’ Engineers, who will make the necessary 







surveys, plans, and estimates; and it will have the opin- 
ion of a state4n each case, ligent steckhold- 
ers as to the importance and pra profits of each 
work ; and finally ill exercise its own judg- 


ment on the utility cot national character of the work. 
‘The prosecution of the works, besides, will be conduct- 
by interested individuals, with less se and delay 
ps it could be done by the. 
‘As Congress will probably make other expenditures 
in specific cases, from time to time, the sum is here limi- 
ted ta ten millions of dollars; yet Congress can adopt 
the principle that no subscription shall be made to any 
incorporated company until a certain proportion of the 
estimaied expense shall have been subscribed for, eith- 
er by the state, or individuals; and this, may augment 
‘he gctoal expenditures for public improvements to 
more than double the sum mentioned in the bill: Se- 
veral of the states have executed many important works, 
and, with a judicious encouragement from the General 
Government, a great deal more may be anticipated on 
their parts. 

The aid of the Genétal Government will seldom be 
required in the construction of roads. The roads which 
will be necessary for the accommodation of the states, 
will, in most cases, answer the purposes of the General 
Government. Attention will, perhaps, have to be paid 
to parts of leading mail routes, where the interest of 
the states is not sufficient to induce them to keep such 
parts in good repair. In the late report of the Secreta- 
ry of War, the extension of the Cumberland road from 
Wheeling to St. Louis, and the construction of a dura- 
ble road from the Seat of Government to New Qrleans, 
are considered as objects of national importance. 

By the report of the Postmaster General, of the 15th 
eae 1824, it appears that the route on which the 

ail is carried from the Seat of Government to New 
Orleans, is estimated at 1,380 miles, and requires a tras 
vel of 24 days jn the winter and spring seasons of the 
year. The mail on this route is sometimes entirely ob- 
structed by high waters ;and, when this is not the case, 
itis frequently much injured by the mail horses swim- 
ming creeks and through swamps, by which newspapers 
are frequently destroyed, and letters obliterated. In 
the report, it is further remarked, that the route, by the 

ay of Warrenton, Abington, and Knoxville, affords 
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Through. ia and (Tennéssee, the nvaterials are 
vbunda ‘the formation of a turnpike, and through 
ihe states of Alabama and Mississippi, it is believed, 
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the’ Union; cam an artificial road, of the same 
length, be constructed at less ex “On this part of 
the route, the face of the country islevel, and the soil 
well adapted for; the formation of a solid road. Ifa 
bstantial rond were made in this direction to New 
rleans, the mail could be transported to that place 
from this city in elevendays. Ifthe road were to pass 
through the capitals of Virginia, North ‘Carolina, and 
Georgia, it could be conveyed in less than twelve days. 
The Department now pays atthe rate of $52 76 & mile 
for the transportation of the mail three times in each? 
week to New Orleans; when, on a good turnpike road, 
it could be conveyed ina stage as often, and in less * 
than half the time, at the same expense, with the ut 
most security, and witha considerabic increase to the 
receipts of the Department. , 
The committee are of opinion, that it would result to 
the public benefit to make experiments, in this district, 
of arail road; and of a roa@, constructed on McAdam's 
plan, for, short distances, and in p'aces whee they 
would be usefdl, as well :s for inspection. 
~ On the subject of the inland navigation of the coun- 
try, a inass of information js contained in the reports 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 4th, of April, 
1808 ; of the Secretary of War, 6n the 3d of December, 
1824 ; of the United States’ Board of Engineers; and of 
Canal Commissioners in the States. ' 
It is believed to be practicable, and by no means at 
an unreasonable expense compared with the high im- 
portance of the subject, to make an inland water com- 
munication from Beston to St. Mary’s, and to conweet 
the waters of the Atlantic with those of the. Gulf of 
Mexico. In 1808, the Secretary of the Treasury indi- 
cated a canal to be opened 550 miles in length, at an 
expense of $30,000,000, and ten'years labour ; and as 
great as the expense would be, he thought the advan+ 
tages of discharging the Mississippi into the Atlantic | 
ocean, through the territory of the state of Geotgia, 
worth it all But, since the acquisition of Florida, a 
new route presents itself, to commence on the Missis- 
sippi, at the mouth of the river Iberville, and terminate 
at the: mouth of St. John’s River, on the coast of Flo- 
rida. The whole distance is 700 miles; but the dis- 
tance tobe canalled would not exceed 120 miles, and 
would save a distance of navigation of 1,500 miles. 
The cost of this undertaking, from the information re- 
}eeived, would be about six millions of dollars. 
By virtue of an appropriation, made in March, 1893, 
the obstruction between the harbour of Gloucester andi. 
the harbor of Squam, in the state of Massachusetts,’ 
has been removed. It consisted of a narrow isthuius 
of sand, which had been thrown into a passage that . 
formerly existed there, and, by the constant. aetion of 
the waves, in heayy gales of wind, ‘had been filled up. 
for, perhaps, a hundred years, andhad completely con- 
nected the island of Cape Ann with the main’ land., 
By this improvement, which was perfected under the- 
auspices of the General Government, the coasting trade, 
from all parts of Boston Bay, enjoys thegreat advantage, 
in — seasons of the year, and eircu mstances-of » 
weather, but especially in wintetyof passing through, ” 
from the harbour of Gloucester, by Senne ios Ipswich. 
Bay, and thence to Newburyport, Portsmouth, Pirt 
land, &c. and ave saved the difficulty and risk of doub= 
ling Cape 4nn. 

No improvenrentgof which the, country is capable, 
would conduce more to internal commerce and mili- 
tary defence, than this chain of inland water commu- 
nication along the Atlantic, and its extension to the 
Mississippi. j eo 

As to commerce, the communication by this Sanal 
route, is from vorth to south about fifteen degrees, and» 
the produce of the sonthi, cotton, rice, tobacco, sugars,” ‘ 
and the fruits of the climate, could be taken: to the 
landings and towns, as far'as the extreme point ofsthe 
nofty, in a short time, and the boats could return with 
the manufactures of the Noith and Middle states.— 
This canal route, in its course, would connect itself 
with all the valuable streams fromthe Mississippi to 
the north, and would save from the wrecks large 
amounts of propery: It is estimated that, on the Keys 
and Shoals of the Florida coast alone, 500,600 dollars 
worth of property is wrecked annually. 

As to inilitary defence, these improvemests would be 
equally ble, as the extent of our coast gives to an 
enemy sing a powerful naval force, the advan- 
tage of selecting the placetof attack ; but, by means'of 
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The plan proposed by the bill, after much reflection, 
[241] 





from information whigh has been obtaingd,@hat, in no 
Pw [42] : 


such a water conveyance #one army could defend a 
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With such a line of defence, fo discreet General 
would venture far into the interior ofthe County alien 
his retreat would be so easily cut off, and his defeat 
sendered almost certain, 

In the other extreme of the country, the Lakes’can 
be connected with the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi 
rivers. The Falls of Niagara, it is believed, can be 
avoided by a’caual of about ten miles, and on such a 
scale as to admit vessels which navigate both lakes; and 
at an expense not exceeding a million of dollars. Lake 

* Michigan tan be connected by a canal with the waters 
of the Jllinois river, which empties into the Mississippi. 
And to effect this communication, a law was passed in 
1820, by Congress, authorizing the state of Hlinois to 
apen a Canal through the public lands. 

Already, steam boats of 450 tons, with full cargoes, 
have passed from Buffalo to the southern extremities 
of Lake Michigan, a distance of 800 or 900 miles. 
The whole of this navigation is on the Lakes, except 
the passage through the strait between Lakes Michi- 
gan and Huron, of ten miless the strait between Huron 
and St. Clair, of thity-five miles; andthe strait be- 
tween St. Clair and Lake Erie, of twenty-eight miles; 
making, in the whole, seventy-three miles ; but through 

"each of these straits the:e is sufficient depth of water 
for sloops and steam boats or the burthen just .men- 
tioned, With improvements of no extraordinary mag- 
nitude, there can be a water communication from New 
Orleans to Quebec; and inland navigations from the 
Auntie, across to this extensive line, may be effected 
from various points. In New England, the Penobscot 
Kennebec, and Connecticut rivers, approach the wa- 
tersof the St. Lawrence ; and a project is said to be in 
contemplation to connect the waters of Lake Memphra- 
magog with the Connecticut river, through the Bar- 
ton and Willoughby rivers, Willoughby Lake and Pa- 
samsick river, to the Connecticut river, opposite the 
town of Lyman, in thestate of New Hampshire. It is 
also expected that the Government of Canada will un- 
dertake to open a water communication for boats, from 
Mempbramagog Lake, through Rio St. Franeois, to 
Lake St. Peter’s, in the river St. Lawrence, and thence 
to Quebec: And thus, to givean inland water commn- 

- nication from Quebec to Portsmouth, Boston, Hartford, 
‘and New York. And it is believed that a direct water 
communication may be opened from the state of Ver- 
mont, though the interior of the state of New Hamp- 
shire, to Dover, Portsmouth and Boston Navy Yards, 
which will facilitate the transportation of merchandise 
into the country, and the produce of the country to a 
market, together with timber to the Navy Yards. 
This route would also open a free interconse with Ca- 
nada and Quebec, either by water to the St. Lawrence 
river, on Cr. iz’s road, to Quebec. 

Companies hive been incorporated to connect the 
waters of the Connecticut river with the waters of the 

* Meriimack, and to cut a canal from the Winnepisio- 
gee Lake tothe Piscataqua river, and from Pemigwas- 
set river, through Squam ponds, to Winnipisiogee 
Lake. These, when effected, will conne:t the wa- 
ters of Connecticut river with Portsmouth and Boston 
harbours. 

In New York, much has already been done by the 
energetic measures and sound policy which that state 
lias pursued. ‘The greit canal of New York unites 
the Atlantic with the regions of the Lakes. Stil] 
many othef important objects of improvement remain 
to be effected in the state of New York, as appears in 
the message Of the Governor of that state, lately address- 
ed tothe General Assembly. 

Another connection may be effected through the 

% states of Jersey and Pennsylvania. A law has been 

, J Jately .passed by the Legislature of the state of New 

' «Jersey to construct a canal from the Raritan to the De- 

Jaware. And in Pennsylvania, the river Schuylkill has 

been converted into a slack water navigation, by caitals 

and dams from tide water at Philadelphia, te Mount 

CarbOn, near ils source, being a distance of one han- 

dred and nine miles. The costof this work, now finish- 

ed, was one million eight hundred thousend dollars. 

Connected with it, is the Union Canal, which branches 

off at Readihg, fifty-two miles aboye Philadelphia, and 

intersects the Susquehannah at Middletawy, ten miles 
below Harrisburg. This work, now, id progress, 
and which wall be. fiaished in eight yOnths, is se- 
venty-eight miles longyand will cost about eleven hun- 






complete the water communication betweem:the Sus- 
quehannah and Philadelphia, the distance being about 


whose sources approach both the western waters, and 
those of the St. Lawrence. Its Tioga branch affords a 
conmpunication with the rivers Seneca and Gennessee, 
which empty into Lake Ontario, and its western branch 
approaches the waters of the Alleghany. The river 
Susquehannah, it is believed, affords two communica- 
tions to the Western waters; one by the western 
brawch, and the other by connecting the Juni:tta river 
with the river Conemaugh, which empties into the Al- 
leghany. 

The Canal Commissioners of the state of Pennsy!- 
vania, who éxamined this last route, partly in conjanc- 
tion with two of the United States’ Engineers, have 
lately reported in favour of its practicability, 

The next communication with the Western waters 
can be effected by the Chesapeake and ‘Ohio Canal.— 
This object, regarded as the most important and na- 
tional, was the first to claim the attention of the Execu- 


the last session, fo procure surveys, Sc. ; and the able 
Board of Engineers who have given the subjecta full 
and careful examination during the last summer, have 
pronounced it perfectly practicable, at an expense 
small compared with the magnitude afid importance 
of the object. This work, whether regarded in a mili- 
tary, commercial, or political point of view, is equally 
important. 
lic, from one extreme to the other, opening an internal 
communication of » o¢e than 2.500 mles ; affording a: 
once a powerful bond of the Union, with every com 
mercial facility in time of peace—and, in war, the mos 
efficient means of national defence. Besides, its imme- 
diate commection with the seat of the national goyern- 
ment ; its central. position ; the great exteut of inland 
navigation which it opens ; touching, in its.conrse, eleven 
states of the Union, aud furnishing a vent for the pro- 
duce of several others. The shortness of the canal, by 
this route, connecting the Atlantic tides with the steam 
hoat navigation: of the West, at Pittsburg, being less 
than 350, and to lake Erie less than 456 miles. 

These considerations, together with the general 
and diffusive nature of the benefits to resuit frou this 
work, offering great advantages to all the states, yet pe- 
cutiar to none,as well asthe magnitude of the undertaking, 
point it out as a work peculiarly national in its charac- 
ter, and cannot fail to secure for it the prompt and 
efficient aid of the General Government. 

Many of the above remarks will likewise apply to the 
Pennsylvania Canal, which will pass through a rich and 
populous country, and connect the greatest manpfac- 
Hiring city on the Western waters, with one of the rich- 
est and most manufacturing cities on the Atlantic, at a 
distance of about 370 miles ; and will bring New-York 
and Pittsburg nearer together than by any other route 
—as from New-York to Brunswick 40 miles, from there 


making, in the whole, 470 miles, instead of 790 by Lake 
Erie. 

James River, in the state of Virginia, it is believed, 
can be connected with the Kenhawa, which empties into 
the Ohio. ‘Phis will afford that valuable section. of the 
country a water Communication to the Lakes through 
the Canal intended to be ctit from the Ohio River to 
Lake Erie ; on which subject the Canal Commission- 
ers, inobedience to an act of the General Assembly of 
the state of Ohio, have recently written a very able report 
) The sources of the Roanoke rise in the mountains ot 
Virginia, and it empties itself into the Arbermarle 
Sound, and is navigable to the Great Falls, 7 
miles from its mouth. Around the Great Falls, loc 
have been made, and the branches of this river have 
been greatly improved by jetty dams. Itis proposed to 
re-open Roanoke Inlet, or to make a new Oite near its 
site, and to close up the communication between A Iber- 
marle and Pamtico sounds, by running a damon stune 
or of wood and earth across Cronton and Roanoke 
Sounds, near the south end of Roanoke Island. The 
es mated cost of this improvement, if made of stone, 
is $2,000,000, and if madeof wood and earth, 1,000,000, 


—_ 


given port.on the Sound» nearly one-halfjeand would 





accommodate the country on both sides of the Sound, 
, [245] 


one hundred and fifty. miles.. The majestic river of. 
Susquehannah is the only one of the Atlantic rivers 


tive in carrying into effect the provisions of the law of 


Passing through theceutre of the Repub. 


to Philadelphia 60, and from there to Pittsburgh 370; 


This improvement would diminish the distance from any} 


Noaviak as great a population. te ee 
The head waters of the Great Pedee hic, 
falls into the ocean at Wingan Bay, take their rissa, 
the Blue ane and the Yadkin, : bo Hore i 
y one formidable, bat got insurmoantable obstiig. 

ony is navigable to the foot of these mountains, inte 
state of North Carolina. The distance over them t 
M navigable waters of the Holstein, a branch; the 

ennessee, is not great. The head waters of the Sig. 
tee, which has its outlet in the State of South-Caroling 
‘are the Catawba, Broad, and Saluda rivers > ther. 
mer takes its rise near the mountains in North-Carg 
not far from the head waters of the Frencli Broad 5 the 
two latter rise withiu the state of South-Caraling 
iheir sources are nearly equally in the vicinity of 
French Broad. The navigation of each of these thre 
rivers has been so far impfoved, as to render thei fj 
for the transportation of produce, to within a few miles 
of the mountains. The Keowee and Sugatoo rivers 
the head waters of the Savannah, which form 
boundary of the states of South-Carvlina and @ 
have their source in the same chain ofnduntains, and 
might be rendered navigable {o within a vety short 
distance of the head waters of the French Broad. Iti | 
to be observed of all these rivers, that the Blue Ridge 
presents obstacles to a junction between the Easter. 
and Western waters, Sineans of canals. tie 

By a memorial from the Legislature of Alabamate 
Congress, it appears that the Tuscaloosa river, a branch 
of the Tombecbe, may, at a reasonable expense, bé 
connected, with the Tennessee river. ‘The* memorial 
also states, that the Alebama river commences and be- 
comes capable of a water transportation within eight or 
eleven miles of a stream equally susceptible of 
rendered navigable, and which empties into the 
nessee river ; thatthe latter receives the tribute ofs 
other streams, which take their rise and become navigat 
in the state of Virginia, passing through some of its most 
productive lands, and watering, in their course, the whole- 
eastern Seetion of the state of ‘Tennessee ; that the de 
viding ground separating these waters affords a fav 
able opportunity of connecting the waters of the A 
ma with those of the Tennessee rivery; and that the 
tance for the produce of Tennessee to reach a market 
jon the sea board would be reduced from nearly ne 
thousand tiles, to New-Orleans, to six of seven 

dred miles, to the Mobile, which may be connected’ 
with the Pensacola Bay. ; 

The Cumberland river, in the state of Tennessee, it 
is believed, can be connected with the Tennessee river, 
which, when connected with the Tombeebe or Ala 
hama rivers, will open a direct water commumication to- 
Pensacola, in Florida, for a large and important section 
of the Unien. 

Some of the Georgia rivers, it is believed, may. be 
connected with the Western waters. 

The cutting of a canal from Lake Pontehaftrain, te 
communicate with the Mississippi, at ornear the city,of 
New-QOrleans, is considered of importance,, both in a 
military and commercial point of view... 

Peart River, in the state of Mississippi, is also a vale 
nable stream, and is capable of much improvement for: 
the public advantages 

Besides the commuaifiications already mentioned, with 
the Lakes it is considered as practicable, at a reasona+ 
ble expense, to connect the Wabish River with the Mie 
ami of Lake Erie. : x 

The importance of an early attention to the construc 
tion of canals, round the falls of Ohio, at Louisville, 
and round the Muscle Shoal, in thee Tennessee Ri 
.will be steadily conceded. ‘ 
| Whenever the cotitemplated water communication, 
between Boston and the riyer Delaware, shall be com- 
pleted, it will, it is supposed; leave about thirty-eight 
niles of land, separated by water sources, to Louis Ri+ 
ver, a braneh of the Columbia, which empties into the 
Pacific ocean ; as, from the Talpahockin, a branch of 
the Schuytkill,to the Quitepabilla, a bfinch of the Sus- 
}quehannah, four miles; from Popular Run, a branch 
of the Juniata, to the Little Conemaugh, a branch of 
the Alleghany, fourteen miles : from the Yellow Stone 
River, a brauch of the Missouri, to St. Louis’ River, a 
braneh of the Columbia, twenty miles ; making, in the 
whole, thirty-eight miles. But what distance of canal- 
ling, and water improvements, would be necessary to 
complete this chain of communication, the committee 
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_ gess no Meansot ascertaimng. Parts of it, no dc 
4 be accomplished in a reasonable time ; yet there 
ia be no expectation that the whole will be effected 
ra very long period. 

. If the survey system, which commenced the last sam- 

ser, should be persevered in, the Union, and the sever- 

States, will be put into the possession of invaluable 
ormation onthese interesting subjects. 


on a large seale, the mind is lost in amazement at the 
extensiveness of the scenes which appear, for the perma- 
nent benefit and grandeur of the country. 

The inhabitants of the old countries were for a long 
time confined to the coasts; but the improvements in 
navigation gave an unlimited expansion to commer- 
cial enterprise, and the discovery of canalling is an ad- 
mirable extension of the benefits of navigation, by 
which we can sail over the globe by land, as well as by 


The inestimable invention of lock navigation was 
entirely unknown to the ancients, who have furnished 
us with so many astonishing monuments of their great- 
ness ; itinstracted mankind in the knowledge that wa- 
ter was capable of producing the ascent of vessels to its 
own level, and that, wherever there is water above, ves- 
selscan go down and re-ascend by water; but the in- 
vention in itself,is not much more wonderful than the 
prejudices against adopting i. i practice, which have 
existed in many countries. 

In the construction of the canal of the two seas in 
France, all the science and art appertaining to the sub- 
ject were displayed. Locks, 114 im number were con- 
structed, and rocks excavated for great distances ; tun- 
nels were cut through mountains, and a reservoir uf 595 
acres was filled by water from the adjacent elevated 
places, and which were conveyed aqueducts over rivers 
and valleys. This canal, although greatly advantage- 
ous to the nation at large, would vot have been good 
property for private proprietors; but it was the origin 
of ingumerable canals in France and Holland, whieh 
exhibited, in the clearest light, their many and impor- 
tant public and private advantages; but, notwithstand- 
ing the enterprising character of the people of England, 
and although they had the examples of Holland and 
France so near at hand, still, near a century passed be- 
fore either government or inhabitants attempted to make 
any works of the kind in England. The success of the 
undertaking of a spirited individual, at length roused 
the people to enthusiasm, and awakened a general ar- 
dor for similar improvements among the landholders, 
farmers, merchants, and manufacturers of the kingdom. 
Since then, there has been no cessation in the prosecu- 
tion of public works, and the capacity of the country 
has been.entirely changed; old manufactures were 
rendered more flourishing, and new oues were estab 
lished from time, in places where the jJand before was 
of but little value and thinly inhabited. The towns were 
enabled to supply a much greater extent of inland coun- 
try with their own manufactures. The consumers, 
in the interior of the country, imported at lower prices 
and, as producers, they exported with greater advan- 
lages. 

The canals united the materials for manufactures 
that lay dispersed, and, by lessening the expense of the 
transportation of bulky articles, they brought stores of 
riches from the bowels of the earth. ‘They efforded to 
the inhabitants of the interior, im every direction, the 
advantages of coasts which were safe from tempests 
and wars. England could never have sustained her- 
self in her mighty struggles with the continent, had it 
nut been for her unremitted attention to the domestic 
industry of the country ; and nothing gave as much fa- 
cility and animation to this industry, as her cheap, safe, 

and expeditious modes of transportation. Prejudices, 
even as to the practicability of executing great designs, 
existed in England for a long time ; and, when the 
Duke of Biidgewater’s canal was finished as far as 
Barton, where the Irwell is navigable for large vessels, 
Brindley, the engineer, proposed to carry it over that ri- 
ver by aqueducts, the idea was ridiculed, and another 
eminent engineer wes consulted, who replied, at once, 
that he had often heard of castles in the air, but that he 
had never been shown before, where any of them were 
tobebuilt.. The Duke, however, took the advice of his 
own engineer, and the work was commenced in Sep- 

tember, 1760, and boats sailed over it in less than a 

year,to the astonishment of those, who, a little before 


In viewing the prospects befure us for improvements} 
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ciption ; some eénter- 
wle scheme was romantic 
inthe extreme; that it was totally impracticable ; and 
if practicable, that it was far beyond any conception 
they had: of the ability of the state to carry it into exe- 
caution, A short period has, however, dispelled all 
such apprehensions; and it may be reasonably hoped 
that these works will produce similar effects in America 
which the Bridgewater works did in England, aod be 
the origin of a thousand water communications in differ - 
ent parts of the Union. 
The construction of canals is now reduced to strict 
rules and’ methods, and can be contracted for at su 
much per mile or lock, Although our miuds are now 
free from the mist ofignorance and prejudices, still im- 
portant difficulties, but, it is trusted, not insuperable 
ones} remain, as tothe conrse which the United States 
ought to pursue on the highly interesting subject of in- 
ternal improvemenis. }{ wedo not cherish a spirit of 
concession, and act with liberal views, for the general 
benefit, as to the places where public works are first to 
be undertaken, success cau scarcely be expected 
Whether Congress will pledge its faith in advance, on 
any plan, or act merely in specific Gases, as they arise, 
ur upon a combination of both, according to the design 
of the annexed bill, or upon the principle of an equal 
proportionment among the states, according tothe ratio 
of representation, are grave and important questions ; 
and can ouly be settled by the experience and wisdom 
of Congress, alter solemn deliberation; but, when these 
important points are disposed of, there will remain no- 
thing to impede the national councils from conferring | 


ing for themselves imperishable renown. 
these works may be looked npon as the best souree of | 
revenne, and at all times they will effect a great saving | 
in the kabor and expense of transportation, which will 
be diverted to some other employment, and thus in- 
crease the wealth ofthe whole. In a time of war, they 
would facilitate beyond description, both in cheapness 
and expedition, the transportation of troops and heavy 
munitions of war, from the sea-board to the Canada 
borders, or in the direction of any other point in the 
Union where we could be assailed. 

No opinion can be formed, with accuracy, as to the 
expense of land carriage, throughout the Union. It is, 
however, estimated, that $0,000 tons are annually trans- 
ported over the mountains to Pittsburg, at the extraor- 
dinary ¢xpense for wagonage, of $600,000 a year, and 
this. mode of transportation, besides, employs a large 
capital in wagons, horses, feed, and attendants. A tew 
tacts will show the enormous expense of transportation 
intimes ofwar, Ta the late war, flour, in some instan* 
ces, cost the government-nea: one hundred dollars per 
barrel, and pieces of artillery, each, near one thousand 
doilars, and, owing to the delay, wereuseless when 
they arrived. 

‘I'he cost of transportation across the peninsula be- 
tween the Delaware and Chesapeake Bays, a distance 
of ouly sixteen miles, amounted, inone year, to a little 
iess than half a million of dollars, The losses in the 
last war, fur want of good roads and canals, were very 
large, and, itis believedy they would be sufficient to ac- 
complish many of the important improvements which 
are con: emplated. 

It nay here be truly observed, that, amonz the ob- 
jects of a national character, which occasionally engage 
the pudlic spirit and resources of a nation, none are 
more beveficial, and none so permanent as the internal 
improvements of the: country. These will remain as 
lasting as the rivers they connect, while others will be 
effaced even from remembrance by the flow of time. 

As tothe means possessed by the Genefal Govern- 
ment to perfect the comemplated improvements of the 
country, they are abundant. 
borrowed by the annexed bill, the redundancy in the 
Treasury in each year, will meet specific cases of im 
provements of the first class, which may be preseuted 
at different periods, And if proper objects are selected 
in the beginning, a revenue will constantly be coming 
into the Treasury, as the improvements are progressing; 
some canals, it is probable, would yield more than six 
per cent. soon after their completion. The Secreta; 
of the Treasury says, we shall have an annual surplus 
of upwards of three millions, beyond the sinking fund, 
which will pay the public debt inten years. ‘This may 
not all be realized, but it is probable that the surplus, 





thought it impossible. The New-York works had to/ willeven exceed this estimate. The public debt will 
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ing, and there will be less interest to pay 
the appropr for fortifications will not be us Nee 
as they have been; the pension fund? has diminished 
more than one half ia the last three or foat years, and 
must entirely cease in a short tine—from this source 
alone, upwards of a milion will he disengaged ; the 
customs will increase with the growing population of 
the country ; and the Jovernment, besides, owns about 
900 millions of acres‘ of land, the value of many parts 
of which will be enhanced by the improvements of the 
country. 

But we will suppose the ease which'is the most upfa- 
vorable: and thatis, that the debt, together-with the 
improvements, should go down to posterity, it would 
only create an obligation on those who would have the 
enjoyment of the improvements, to pay the debt. 
Would posterity have any cause of complaint, when so 
puch labor would be performed to their hands? They 
would not murnour ; they would father bless the authors 
of their benefaction. 

As to means, on questions of improvements, ability 
is the only requisite, ifthe works, when they ate com- 
pleted, will be worth what they cost; the want of money 
in the Treasury sliould never furm an objection to their 
execution. In such cases, it is only necessary to in- 
quire, whether we have a sufficiency of credit, labor, 
and skill; these constitute the meins; and op this en- 
lightened policy, the great improvements in the state 
of New-York have been made, 

The importance of placing this cduntry in the most: 
advantageous condition, to enable it to enter with com- 
petition with the countries of Europe in the trade with 








on their constituents the greatest blessings, and acquir-| the Republics of South America, must be obvious to 
Ultimately ,| every enlightened statesman. 


The discovery of a passage round the Cape of Good 
Hope to the East Indies, was an important era in the 
history of Europe ; and it may be assumed thatthe in- 
dependence of South America is not less so to this coun- 


more rich, or mote within our reach, than the Spa 
Republics. Our territories touch. ‘The ports of Louie 
siana and Vera Cruz are connected with the same sea. 


portance of Mexico, it is illustrated by the circumstance, 
that it is the richest and most extensive of all the Spa- 
nish possessions; it exceeds in magnitude, Spain, 
France, and Italy united. All the eastern coast of Mex= 
ico, the Kingdom of Terra Firma and Paraguay, are 
neater to us than the ports of Europe; here isa wide 
field opening for the conmercial enterprise of the Ame- 
ricans. Jt would be presumptions to attempt to point 
out the particular character of the trade, in all its 
branches ; but that two great countries, geographically 
situated as these are, can remain without an iinmensily 


be more intimately connected than the interest of com- 
merce, and that of the cultivators of the land; and the 
manufacturing interest naturally follows as a benefit to 
both. see 

We ean get nothing from abroad, if we have not 
something at home to exchange for it; and this some- 
thing must come from the earth or the sea, but mainly 
from the land. 


The objects of commerce will not grovy in the streets 


in the interior of the country, or from manufacty; 
places. Thre navigation of the country depends on 
interior ptosperity.of the country, and must rise of 
with it, Navigation follows, it cannot lead; andthe, 
more the objects of commerce are increased, thé tore: 
ships wilt be wanted. 


the soil, in the first instance, belong to the cultivatorsof 
the land ; and the trade of, the country belongs to, the 
people at large. Its objeet is to carry to foreign conn 
tries, what we have to spare, and to bring back what is 
necessary or gratifying to us. And this commerce of 
the quntry will inevitably and daily increase with the 
improvement of tlre couutry. . 
The grand secret in the whole order of society; in its’ 
rela ion to political economy, is nething more than to 
hold out sich inducements as ate the best calculated tor 
make the people industrious, and to aid this industry as’ 


much as possible by labor-saving machines. A mat 
in all its wisdow cannot effect this end so well i 


contrivance ag by the simple operation of safe and cheap 
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modes of transportation by good roads and canals. 
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try. Nocountry can offer to us commercial rp ; 


Our access to Mexico will be easy. As regards the ii 


of commercial intercourse, is incredible, Nothing can . 


or along the margin of the sea ; they are to be obtained . 


‘eo. 
The raw materials, and the various productions of 
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ed with canals, and the other only accommodated with 
ordinary roads; how much more powerful and rich will 
the one be than.the other! ak : 

The age of a nation does not depend on time, but on 
its strength, population, and character, And a nation 
ssing, as we do, ten millions of people, cannot se- 
viously be destitute of means to accomplish all the im- 
portant works, which on the most ample information, 
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ye abe ; t= the one inti across the Peu il have been leted.’ - This may of. d abstai : : 
$ two nations to be adjacent ; the one intersect- be efet diy wot ‘he Love of tent, debe vibich a bares Sy a, sagefoge thing forbidd es ee 4 


nd will require a canal of not more 2 ry 
than 20 miles in length. . The viver St. Jobu's is one of the | *¥4 Post Roads within the United States.” , 
finest streams of our country ; it waters one of the most de- | $00 who shall be, in any manner, employed int y hereafter | 
lightful regions of the south, and is navigable for vessels of 300 | custody, conveyance, or management of by fences, § 


fons burden, for more than 200:miles above its mouth The ; ; : mp eb 

two viputs intended to be connected by this route, are separa- ors grag oa Nee ea ae ; " used ory 

ted from each other by a disrance of about $00 mies, near se- |O#4O5 the inju Sy pglecting the duties} pt ia g 

ven hundred of which are already navigable, and when com- | quired of him by the laws relating to the establishma mmmphere = sam 
the Postma 


pleted, will be nearer, by 1000 miles, than the preseut civeuit- | of Post Office and Post Reads, whether such pend 


















































F ati ute ous and dangerous route through the chaunel of the Mississip- | shall have taken the . ' ath suc 
and best deliberation that er be rete on the ned pi, and the Gulf Stream. 1 need not dwell ou the importance od. of pt — oath or affirmation, above ad sheet ' 
ject, shall appear to be of essential advantage to the dif-| of his comaminication, or on the advantages which woud re- a . A r Bie e Long 
ferent parts of the country. The general government} sult from its completion ; they must be apparent to all who EC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shal} y the same ni 

P P . 
can adopt no other measure which will produce so much|bave formed a just conception of the danger, the delay, and | the duty of the Postmaster General, upon’ the 7s Sec. 9. An 
animation and friendship among ber citizens. It will row gt poe ene ~ me yen, te = ment-of any Postmaster, to require and take, ¢ on shall, kno 
render access easy, by subduing the mountains and the] oe en res ead Gon dollarc oa sum meat  eofictent ts com, | E Ostaster, bond, with good & approved security, ims passage of 
floods: and must, by the intercourse and interest which] )Jete the contemplated route, penalty ashe may judge sufficient, conditioned: for thy any horse 
it will create in the different parts, have a powerful ten-] I have the honor to be, most tompetiaily, pees obedient ser- | faithful discharge of all the duties of such Postimastes MEpon convict 


vant 
Mr. Hempnitt, Chairman of the 
Committee on F oads and Canals. 


Thirty canals in England yield, on an average, 30 pe 


dency to the preservation of the whole. 

A society of people delights in noble achievements ; 
and it would have been happy for the world, if the 
power of nations had been directed to the establishment 


K. CALL. required by law, or which may be required by any inst 
tion, or general rule, for the government of the De 
ment: Provided, however, That, if detault shall be 
by the Postinaster aforesaid, at any time, and the Pow 


xceeding 
pall, by wilt 
jail across 4 


mi pay, for 


























of important public improvements instead of exhaust- cent. per annum, dnd the stock has increased in value | master General shall fail to institute suit agaist such fimpo-del sed, a 
ing itself in the despicable intrigues of statesmen, and eels ising. A per cent. sits uke Postinaster, and said sureties, for two years fiom an Sec. 10. +4 
the destruction of the human species. Immense sums wenty-two canals cross the mountains which sepa-| after such default shall be nade, then, and in that cag duty of 


rate the waters of the East and West in England. 









have been lavished for military glory, while projects 
which would tend to cherish industry and morality have 
not been sufficiently cultivated. 

An abhorrence of many of the arbitrary and bloody 
scenes in other countries, has given rise in the western 
hemisphere, to self-government and toleration in reli- 
gion; and the example of the United States may pro- 
duce an influence on the rest of the world; when she 
is knownto be inclined to reconcile national differences, 
rather than to instigate wars; and is seen preserving a 
steady devotion to the happiness of the people, and con- 
stantly directing a portion of their resources to such pub- 


’ said ween shall not be held liable to the Uniitey Rice; in - 
= tates, nor shall suit be instituted against them. — — Jeovernme 

Baws of the Wwited States. | sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Pou Mt the news 

4 master General shall cause a mail to be.carried fromthe mapertitory, Wt 

AN ACT to reduce into one the several Acts establishing | nearest Post-Office, on any established post road, to! ast twelve 

and regulatiug the Post-Office Department. Court House, of any county which is now, or may ‘or carrying 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-| after be, established in any of the states or territories of! made, at 

presentatives of the United States of America in| the United States, and which is without a mail; and) ioe Y 
Congress assembled, That there be established, at the road, on which such mail shall be transported, shall Mme CONVEY 

the Seat of the Government ofthe United States, a Gener- | b¢¢ome a, post road, and so continue, until the transpor 



































Hithe day and 
al Post-Office, under the direction of a Postmaster | 0" thereon shallcease. It shall, also, be lawf fot pall, corti 
General. The Postmaster General shall appoint two |" Postmaster General to enter into contracts, apy. comire 

























































































lic undertakings as will advance the population and ge-} Assistants, and such Clerks as may be necessary for the | %"™ not exceeding four years, for extending the ling mee Propo*? 
neral wealth ; and ge down to posterity as the hest evi-| yerformance of the business of his Office, and as are of posts, and to authorize the persons, so contracting i’ '° the of 
dence of sincerity for the permanent prosperity of the} authorized by law; and shall procure, and cause to be | *S 4 Compensation for their expenses, to receive doving Iam *" United 
country. We can never expect to see a more propitious | kept, a Seal for the said Office, which shall be affixed | ‘he continuance of such contracts, at rates not elteeed- gam De entered 
period than the present, to commence the internal im-|ro commissions of Postmasters, and used to authenti- | ‘9S those for like distances, established’by this act, allfmm Sec: 11. 
provements of the country, on a scale worthy of the im-|cate all trauscripts and copies which may be required the postage which shall arise on letters, newspapets, mnctar sal 
portance of the subject ; the prospect of a long peace|from the Departunent. He shall establish Post-Offices, | ™°84Zines, pamphlets, and packets, conveyed by anygmm "5 Shall 
lies before us; and there seems to be nothing else of} and appoint Postmasters, at all such places as shall ap- such posts ; and the roads, designated in such cont arrive, by I 
high interest to engage the councils of the Union, for} pear to him expedient, on the post roads thai are, or | Sli, during the continuance thereof, be deemed and mich: houss 
these many years. may be, established by law. He shall give his Assis- considered as post roads, within the provision of this act: the eee 
® Annexed is a letter dated February 24, 1825, and a}tants, the Postmasters, and all other persons whom he and a duplicate of every such contract shall, within six- shall bet 
: } short statement concerning canals shall employ, or who may be employed, in any of the | 'Y days after the execution thereof, be lodged in the sa pss 
Frsrvuary 24, 1825. departwents of the General Post-Office, instructions Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the Unit pi te po 
Sim: Allow me to submit to your consideration a plan to|relative to their duty. Le shall provide for the car- ed States. sgn 


connect the Mississippi with the Atlantic, by an internal com-|riage of the mail on all post roads that are, or may be, Seca 5. 4nd be further enacted, That the Postmas 9 “> brows 
wuhication extending along the northern margin of the Guly - 


: Sig (OP a et . : : time of m: 
of Mexice. The importance of this commumeation, both in established by law, and as alse os ha, having regard to rr pote rts werent ol on ree wacded th 
«commerciaband military point of view, must long since have |" productiven-ss thereof, and other circumstances, | °"Y hero oy See eee % the opinic 
altracted the attention of yourseif, and of the committee of {shall think proper. He muy direct the route or road, | 4 Packet, in any of the waters of the United States, on tine for 
which you are chairman, and I shall be happy if my sugges-/ where there are more than one, between places desig- such terms and conditions as shall be considered ex cat ; 
tions on the ate should contiibuie, in the smallest degree, | nated by law for a post road, which route shall be con- dient: Provided, That he does not pay more than three Sg bh ed 
io its accomplishment. sidered the pust road. He shall obtain, from the Post- | ets for each letter, and more than one-half cent for “ ag 
masters, their accoints and vouchers for their receipts | €@ch newspaper, conveyed in such mail. et 
and expenditures, oncg in three months, or oftener, with Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That it shall be Se ie 
the balances the: eon arising, in favor of the General Post- the duty of every master or manager of any steam Linea 
Office. He thall pay all expenses which may arise in | 40, which shall pass from one port or place to ano- sg "a . 
conducting the Post-Office, and in the conveyance of| ther port or place in the United States, where a Pos- & . ks 
the mail, and all other necessary expenses arising on | Office is established, to deliver, within three hours after vee | 
the collection of the revenue, and management of the | his arrival, if in the day time, and within two hours af a ag 
General Post-Office. He shall prosecute offences | fer the next sunrise, if the arrival be in the night, all foes 
against the Post-Office Establishment. He shall, once letters and packets addressed to, or destined for, such eye: 

n of. in three mouths, render, to the Secretary of the Trea- | Port oF place, to the Postmaster there, for which he . 
Amit, there is a safe and convenient ipland navigation to the sury, a quarterly account of all the receipts and expen- shall be entitled to receive, of such Postmaster, two pet ence 
head of the bay of Bonseeure, an arn of the bay of Mobile.—| +026. in ihe said Department, to be adjusted and set- | Cents for every letter or packet so delivered, unless the exceedir 
A canal five wiles in length, will connect the navigable waters} @UFES 19 a ’ proses Sey set : ; cents. | 
‘of Bousecure with,those of the Perdido, and a canal, one-half|tied as other public accounts. He shall, also, superin- | S#™€ shall be carried or conveyed under a contract four hus 
mile in length, will connect the Perdido with the Grand La-{tend the business of the Department, in all the duties | With the Postmaster General; = . lene: «2 | Over fo 
goon, which.communicates with the bay of Pensacola, nahing that are or may be, assigned to it: Provided, That, in | ™@9@2e" of a steam-boat shall fail so to deliveranyJemer 


The route | propose, is intended to commence onthe Mis- 
Sissippi, at the mouth of the river Iberville, and terminate at 
the mouth of the river St. John’s, on the coast of Florida. The 
fherville is about 30 miles in length, and already forms a com- 
munication between the Mississippi aud the Amit, a navigable 
‘and tributary stream of lake Pontchartrain. 

The Micseaieg) being elevated many feet above the level of 
the lake, it is Lieven that, iv order to render the Iberviile 
perfectly navigtble, little more will be required than toremove 
the obsteuetioas which have bcen thrown into it, and encour- 

the Mississippi to discharge a part of its waters through 
ibe channel. From the junction of the Iberville with the 


the whole distance to be opened between the Mississippi a : ket, whic - i And 
Dessapdlathiity-Gve wed a half tiles, thirty of which PP bef case Of the death, resignation, or removal from office, A oye woes ro et waphery, by him, te two pie 
through a nawral channel, and may be completed with incon- of the Postmaster General, all his duties shall be per- : me Siete oa a triple te 
siderable expense and labour. From Pcasacola eastward,| formed by bis Senior Assistant, until a successor shall | Shallincur a penalty of thirty dollars for every such wh 
a 4 sit ee aemiee comp Pe Sound of St. Rosa] be appointed, and arrive at the General Post-Office, to failure. And every person, employed on board any pay 
‘and the bay of Choctawhatchy. canal five miles in lengtl : - h i f 

i cngduc ts wh aks yen perform the Busine geen near, Prendink mimp 


Sec 2. And be.it further enacted, That the Postmas- | ters, entrusted to such person, to the master or mana- ba ’ 
ter General, and all other persons employed in the Gen- | er of such steani-boat, and before the said vessel shalt pases 
eral Post-Office, or in the.care, custody, or conveyance | touch at any other port or place ; and, for every failure Mp 


“af forty-five yards will connect the St, Andrew's with the bay 
of, Si.Joseph's, and a canal of equal length will connect the 
Jatter with the Lake Wimeco. ‘This Lake communicateswith 


the river Apalachicola ; from thence to the Bay of St. Mark's.} of the mail, shall, previous to entering upon the duties | °F neglect so to deliver, a penalty of ten dollars shall be od by. 
h ion j he? : ’ pr , pon whe duties |” ’ j 
pr ales = aang . the Gail, bya Cheie ot lebeabe, assigned to them, or the execution of their trusts, aud | incurred for each letter or packet. per > 


eutendall the coast. Pensacola is distaut irom St.t befere they shall be entitled to receive any emolument | Sec.7. And be it further enacted, That no other rgb 
Mark's about 200 miles, and a canal of \ittle more thao fivel therefor, respectively take and subscribe the following | than a free white person shall be employed in convey- 


miles will open an inland navigation botween them. To ex- , i: more tl 
tend tits chee af abenection A m St. Mark's, to a abated oath, or affirmation, before some magistrate, and cause | ing the mail; and any contractor who shall employ, or any let 


ined, ith = a certificate thereof to be filed in the General Post- | permit any other than a free white person .to convey the 
meen en He canal of about GOmiles Tae {Office : “I, A B, do swear or affirm, (as the case may | mail, shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of fr fe 
however, might be “mens with, until a couwmenication}ve) that I will faithfully perform all the duties required ‘ twenty dollars. . 
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Sec. And be it further enacted, That, whenever it 
ut tone appear, to the satisfaction of the Post- 
ter General, that any road established, or which 
y hereafter be established as a post road, is obstruct- 
by fences, gates, or bars, or other than those lawful- 
used. on turnpike roads to collect their toll, and not 
pt in good repair, with proper bridges and ferries, 
here the same may be necessary, it shall be the duty 
+ the Postmaster General to report the same to Con- 
ss, with such information as can be obtained, to ena- 
ie Congress to establish some other road instead of it, 
, the same main direction. 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, if any per- 
on shall, knowingly and wilfully, obstruct or retard 
ne passage of the mail, or of any driver or carrier, or 
any horse or carriage, carrying the same, he shall, 
non conviction, for every such offence, pay a fine not 
xceeding one hundred dollars: and it any ferryman 
yall, by wilful negligence, or refusal to transport the 
sail across any ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit 
od. pay, for every ten minutes that the same shall be 
»delsved, a'sum not exceeding ten dollars. 
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
duty of the Postmaster General to give public no- 
ice, in ome newspaper published at the seat of 
sovernment of the United States, and in one or more 
pf the newspapers published inthe stateor states or 
erritory, where the contract isto be performed, for at 
ast twelve weeks before entering into any contract 
ior carrying the mail, that such contract is imtended to 
made, and the day on which it is to be concluded, 
escribing the places from and to »hich such mail is to 
be conveyed, the-time at which it is to be made up, and 
the day and hour at which it is to be delivered. He 
hall, moreover, within ninety days after the making of 
any contract, lodge a duplicate thereof, together with 
he proposals which he shall have received respecting 
it, in the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of 
he United States: Provided, That no contract shall 
be entered into for a longer term than four years. 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That every post- 
master shall keep an office, in which one or more per- 
sons shall attend on every day on which a mail shall 
arrive, by land or water, as well as on other days, at 
such hours asthe Postmaster General shall direct, for 
the purpose of performing the duties thereof; and it 
shall be the duty of the postmaste:, at all reasonable 
hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on de- 
mand, any letter, paper, or packet, to the person enti- 
tled to, or authorized to receive, the same ; and all let- 
ters, brought: to any post office half an hour before the 











































































































‘oft time of making up the mail at such office, shall be for- 
ased'as fy arded therein, except at such post offices where, in 


the opinion of the Postmaster General, it requires more 


ee time for making up the mail, and which he shall ac- 
n three fa Cordingly prescribe; but this shall, in no case, exceed 
ont for Me OMe hour. 

Ser. 12, And be it further enacted, That no fees or 
rall be fy POrquisites shall be received by any person employed in 
steam fm ‘te General Post Office, on account of the duties to be 
o ano- fe Performed by virtue of his appointment. 

. Post. Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the follow- 
s after 12g rates of postage be charged upon all letters and 
urs af packets, (except such as are excepted by law,) convey- 
ht, alf fed inthe mail of the United States, viz: For every 
| sai letter composed of a single sheet of paper conveyed 
sth he not exceeding thirty miles, six cents. Over thirty, and 
F two fy not exceeding eighty, ten cents. Over eighty and not 
oe tie exceeding one hundred and fifty, twelve and a half 
ntract cents. Over one hundred and fifty, and not exceeding 
ter or four hundred, eighteen and three-quarters of a cent. 
emer Over four hundred, twenty-five cents. 
m, o And for every double letter, or letter composed of 
ry he two pieces of paper, double those rates; and fur every 
| bel triple letter, or letter composed of three pieces of pa- 
ie per, triplethose rates ; and forevery packet composed of 
of Tak four or more pieces of paper, or one or more other ar 
nana: ticles, and weighing one ounce avoirdupois, quadruple 
| shalt those rates; and in that proportion for all greater 
‘situ weights: Provided, That no packet of letters, convey- 
all be ed by the water mails, shall be charged with more than 
quadruple postage, unless the same shal! contain more 
than four distinct letters. No postmaster shall receive, to 
other be conveyed by the mail; any packet which shall weigh 
is more than three pounds; and the postage marked on 
uss Ss any letter or So 2 and eharged in the post bill which 
Ape may accompany the same, shall be conclusive evidence 


—=== <= 
the lawful postage thereon ; unle: a letter or packet 
shall be opened in the: f the postmaster or his 
clerk. Every four tolio pages, or. eight quarto pages, 
or sixteen octavo, or twenty-four duodecimo pages, or 
pages less than that of a pamphlet size, or magazine, 
whatever be the size of the paper of which it is form- 
ed, shall be considered a sheet, and the surplus pages 
of any pamphlet or magazine, shall also be considered 
a sheet; and the journals of the legislatures of the se- 
veral states, not being bound, shall be liable to the same 
postage as pamphlets. ; 
Any memorandum, which shall be written on a news- 
paper, or other printed paper, pamphlet, or magazine, 
and transmitted by mail, shall be charged with letter 
postage. Provided, 'The publisher of a newspaper may 
send a printed or written notice toa subscriber, stating 
the amount due on his subscription ; which notice shall 
be attached to the margin of the newspaper, and the 
postmaster who delivers the paper shall charge for such 
notice the same postage as for a newspaper. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the 
Postinaster General be, aud he is hereby, authorized to 
allow to each postmaster, such commission on the post- 
ages by him collected, as shall be adequate to his ser- 
vices and expenses: Provided, That his commission 
shall nor exeeed the following several rates ov the 
amount received in one quarter, vi z: 

On a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, thirty 
per cent. 

On any sum over and above the first hundred dol- 
lars, and not exceeding four hundred dollars, twenty- 
five per cent. 

On any sum over and above the first four hundred, 
and not exceeding two thousand four hundred dollars, 
twenty per cent. ’ 
On any sum over and above the first two thousand 
four hundred dollars, eight per cent. 

Except to the postmasters who may be employed in 
receiving and despatching foreign mails, whose com- 
pensation may be augmented, not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars in one quarter ; and excepting to the post- 
masters at offices where the mail is regularly to arrive 
between the hours of nine o’clock at night and five 
o’clock in the morning, whose commission on the first 
hundred dollars collected in one quarter, may be in- 
creased to a sum not exceeding fifty per cent. The 
Postmaster-General may allow to the postmasters, 
respectively, a commission of 50 per cent. on the mo- 
neys arising from the postage of newspapers, magazines, 
and pamphlets; and to the postmasters whose compen- 
sation shall not exceed five hundred dollars in one quar- 
ter, two cents for every free letter delivered out of the 
office, excepting such as are for the postmaster himself; 
and each postmaster, who shall be required to keep a 
register of the arrival and departuve of the mails, shall 
be allowed ten cents for each monthly return which he 
makes thereof to the General Post Office. The Post- 
master-General may allow to the postmaster at New- 
Orleans, at the rate of eight hundred dollars a year, in 
addition to his ordinary commissions. The Postmaster- 
General is hereby authorized to allow to the postmaster 
of the city of Washington, in addition to the allowance 
made by this act, for postage collected. and for free 


five per cent. on the amount of mails distributed at his 
office: Provided, nevertheless, That the whole annual 
emolument of the said postmaster, including the extra 
compensation of eight hundred dollars, which is hereby 
allowed him, shall be subject tothe restrictions imposed 
by the forty-first section of this act. 
Sec. 15, And be it further enacted, That every tet- 
ter or packet brought into the United States, or carried 
from one port therein to another, in any private ship or 
vesse!, shall be charged with six ceuts, if delivered at 
the post-office where the same shall arrive ; and if des- 


cents added to the ordinary rates of postage. 
Sec: 16. And be it further e::acted, That, if any 


dollars. 
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in favour of the postmaster who delivers the same, of 


letters received by him for delivery, a commission of 


tined to. be conveyed, by post, to any place, with two 


Postmaster, or other person, authorized by the Post- 
master-General to receive the postage of letters, shall 
fiaudulently demand or receive any rate of postage, or 
gratuity or reward, other than is provided by this act, 
for the postage of letters or packets, on conviction there- 
of, he shall forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred 


Sec. 17. And be t further enacted, That no ship or 
ves:-l, arrivittg at any port within the United States 


= 


report, make entry, or break bulk, until the master o¢ 
coinmander shall have delivered to the postmaster al 
letters difected to any person or persons within the 
United States or the territories thereof, which onde? his 
care, or within bis power, shall be brought in such ship 
or vessel, éxcept suchas are directed to the owner cr 
assignee of the ship or vessel. Ad it shall be the duty of 
the collector, or other officer of the port enipowered to 
receive entries of ships or vessels, to require, from every 
master or commander of such ship or vessel, an oath or 
affirmation purporting that he has delivered all such 
letters,except as aforesaid; and, if any commander or 
master of any such ship or vessel, shal! break bulk be- 
fore he shall have complied with the requirements of 
this act, every such offender shall, on conviction thereof, 
forfeit, for every such offence, a sum not exceeding one 
hundred dollars. | 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the post- 
master to whom such letters may be delivered, shall pay 
the master or commander, or other person delivering 
the same, ex cept the commanders of foreign packets, 
two cents for each letter or packet ; and shall obtain 
from the person delivering the same, a certificate, spe- 
cifying the number of letters and packets with the name 
of the ship or vessel, and the place from whence she 
last sailed; which certificate, together with a receipt for 
the money, shall be, with his quarterly accounts, trans- 
mitted to the Postmaster-General, who shalt credit him 
with the amount. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That no stage 
ur other vehicle, which :egularly performs trips on a 
post road, or on a road parallel to it, shali convey let- 
ters; nor shall any packet boat or other vessel, which 
regularly plies on a water declared to be a post road, 
except such as relate to some part of the cargo. For 
the violation of this provision, the owner of the carri- 
age, or other vehicle, or vessel, shall incur the penalty 
of fifty dollars. And the person who has charge of 
such carriage or other vehicle, or vessel, may be prose- 
cuted under this section, and the property in his charge 
may be levied on and sold, in satisfaction of the penalty, 
and costs of suit : Provided, That it shall be lawful for 
any one to send letters by special messenger. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the Deputy 
Postmaster, and other agents of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, shall duly acconnt, and answer to him for all way 
letters which shall come to their hands; and, for this 
purpose, the post riders, and other carriers of the mail, 
receiving any way letter or letters, (and it shall be their 
duty to receive them, if presented more than one mile 
from a post-office) shall deliver the same, together with 
the postage, if paid, at the first post-office to which they 
shall afterwards arrive; where the postmaster shall 
duly enter: the same, and specify the numberand rate or 
rates, in the post Lill, adding to the rate’of each way- 
letter, one cent. which shall be paid by the postmaster 
tothe mail carrier from whom such way letters shall be 
received. é 

Sec. 21. dnd beit further enacted, That if any per- 
son employed in any of the departments of the Post 
Office establishment, shall unlawfully detain, delay, or 
open any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, with 
which he shall be entrusted, or which shall have come 
to his possession, and which are intended, to be convey- 
ed by post ; or, if any such person shall seerete, embez- 
zle or destroy, any letter or packet entrusted to such 
person as aforesaid, and which shall not containiany 
security for, or assurance relating to, money, as herein 
after des-ribed, every such offender, being thereof duly 
convicted, shall, for every such offerice, be fined, not 
exceeding three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not ex- 
ceeding six months, or both, according to the circum- 
stances and aggravations of the offence. And if any 
person, employed as aforesaid, shall secrete, embezale, 
or destroy, any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, 
with which he or she shall be entrusted, or which shall 
have come to his or her possession, and are intended to 
be conveyed by post, containing any bank note, or bank 
post bill, bill of exchange, warrant of the Treasury of 
the United States, note of assignnvent of stock in the 
funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities or 
dividends, or for selling siock in the funds, or for re- 
ceiving the interest thereof, or any letter of credit, or 
note for, or relating to, payment of moneys,’or any 
boud, or warrant, draft, bill, or promissory note, cove- 
nant, contract or agreement, whatsoever, for, of rélat- 
ing to, the payment of money, or the delivery of any 
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where a post office is established, shall be permittted to 


article of value, or the performance of any act, matter, 
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or thing, or any receipt, release, acquittance, or dis-|sum not less than one hundred rs, nor exceeding 


charge of, or from, any debt, covenant, or demand, or 
any part thereof; or avy copy of any tecord of any judg- 
mient, or decree, in any court of law, or chancery ; or 
any execntion which may have issaed thereon, or arty 
copy of avy other record, or any other article of value, 
or any writing representing the same; or if any such 
person, employed as aforesaid, shall steal, or take, any 
of the same,out of any letter, packet, bag, or mail of 
fetters, that shall come to his or her possession, such 


person shall, on conviction of any such offence, be im 
prisoned nor less than ten years, not exceeding twenty 


one years; and if any person who shall have taken 
charge of the mailsof the United States, shall quit or 
desert the same before such person deliver it into the 
Post Office kept at the termination of the route, or 
some known mail-carrier, or agent of the General Post 


Office, authorized to receive the same, every such per 


son, so offending, shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex- 


ceeding five hundred dollars for every such offence 


and if any person concerned incarrying the mail of the 
United States, shall collect, receive, or carry any letter 
or packet, or shall cause or procure the same to be done, 
contrary to this act, every such offender shall forfeit 
and pay, for every such offence, a’sum not exceeding 


fifty dollars. 


Sec. 22. And bett further enactedy Twat if any per- 
son shall rob any carrier -of the mail of the United 
States, or other person entrusted therewith, of such mail, 
or of part thereof, such offender or offenders shall, on 
conviction, be imprisoned not Jess than five years, nor 
exceeding ten years ; and, if convieted a second time of 


a like offence, he or they shall suffer death ; or, if, i 


effecting such robbery of the mail, the first time, the 
offender shall wound the person having custody there- 
of, or put his life in jeopardy, by the use of dangerous 
weapons, such offender or offenders shall suffer death. 
And if any person shall attempt to rob the mail of the 
United States, by assaulting the person having custo- 
dy thereof, shooting at him, or his horse or mule, or 
threatening him with dangerous weapons, and the rob- 
bery is not effected, every such offender, on conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment, not less 
And, if any 
person shall steal the mail, or shall steal or take from, 
or out of, any Post Office, any letter or packet; or 
if any person shall take the mail, or any letter or 
packet, therefrom, or frony any Post Office, wheth- 
person 
thereof, and shall open, embez- 


than two years, nor exoéeding ten years. 


er with or without the 
having custody 
ale, or destroy, any such mail, letter, or packet, th 


of 


consent the 


same containing any article of value, or evidence of 
any debt, due, demand, right, or claim, or any release, 
receipt, acquittance, or discharge, or any other article, 
paper, or thing, mentioned and described in the twen- 


ty-first section of this act; or, ifany person shall, by frau 
or deception, obtained from any person having custod 


exceeding twelve months, 


Sec. 23 And beit further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall rip, cut, tear, burn, .or otherwise injure, any 
valise, portmanteau, or other bag, used, or designed to 
be used, by any person acting under the authority of 
the Postmaster General, or any person in whom his 
poWers are vested, in a conveyance of any mail, letter 
packet, or newspaper, or pamphlet, or shall draw or 
break.any staple, or loosen any part of any lock,chain, 
or strap, attached to, or belonging to any such valise, 
portmanteau, or bag, with an intent to.rob, or steal any 

» mail, jeter, packet, newspaper, or pamphlet, or to ren* 
der either of the same insecure, every such offender. 
upon conviction, shall, for every such offence, pay a 
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five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned, not less than 
one year, nor exceeding three years, at the discrenon 
of the court before whom such conviction is had. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son, who, from and atter the passage of this aet, shall 
procure, and advise, or assist, in the doing or perpetra- 
tion of any of the acts or crimes by this act forbidden, 
shall be subject to the same penalties and punishments 
as the persons are subject to, who shall actually do or 
-|perpetrate any of the said acts or crimes, according to 
-|the provision of this act. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son who shall be imprisoned. by a judgment of court, 
under aad by virtue of the twenty-first, twenty-second, 
twenty-third, or \wenty-fourth sections of this act, shall 
be kept at hard labour during the period of such impri- 
- |sOament. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
;| masters shall, respectively, publish, at the expiration of 
every three months, or oftener, when the Postmaster 
General shall so direct, in one of the newspapers pub- 
lished ator nearest the place of his residence, for three 
successive weeks, a list of all the letters remaining in 
their respective offices, or, instead thereof, shall make 
out a number of such lisis, and cause them to be post- 
ed at such public places in their vicinigy, as shall ap- 
pear to them best adapted for the information of the 
parties concerned ; and, at the expiration of the next 
three mouths, shall send such of the said letters as then 
remain on hand, as dead letters to the General Post 
Office, where the saine shall be opened and inspected ; 
and if any valuable papers or matters of consequence 
shall be found therein, it shall be the duty of the Post 
Master Geuveral to return such letter to the writer there- 
of, or cause a descriptive list thereof to be inserted in 
one of the newspapers published at the place most con- 
venient to the supposed residence of the owner, if with- 
in the United States; and such letter, and the contents, 
shall be preset ved, to be delivered tothe person to whom 
the same shall be addressed, upon payment of the post- 
age and the expense of publication. And if such letter 
contain money, the Post Master General may appro- 
priate it to the use of the Department, keeping an ac- 
count thereof, and the amount shall be paid by the De- 
partment to the rightful claimant, so soon as he shall 
be found. 


Sec.27. And be it further enacted, That letters and 
packets to and from the follewing officers of the United 
States, shall be received and conveyed by post, free of 
e}postage. Each Postinaster, provided each of his let- 
ters or packets stall not exceed half an ounce in 
weight; each member of thé Senate, and each member 
and delegate of the House of Representatives of the 
Congress of the United States; the Secretary of the 
d}Senate, aud Clerk of the House of Representatives, 


Dn 


y | provided each letter or packet (except documents print- 
thereof, any mail, letter or packet, containing any ar- 
ticle of value, or evidence tiereuf, or either of the wri- 
tings referred to, or next above-mentioned, such offen- 
der or offenders, on conviction thereof, shall be im- 
prisoned, not less than two, nor exceeding ten years. 
Aud if any person shall take any letter or packet, not 
containing any article of value, or evidence thereof, out 
of a post office, or shall open any letter, or packet which 
shall have been in @ post office, or in custody, of a mail 
cartier, before it shall have been delivered to the per- 
son te whom it is directed, with a'design to obstruct 
the,cerrespondence, to pry into anather’s bustoess, or 
secrets ; or shall secrete, embezale, o1 destroy any 
such mail, letter, or packet, such offender, upon con- 
viction, shall.pay, for every such offence, a sum not ex- 
veeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned, not 


ed by the order of either House of Congress) shall not 
exceed two ounces in weight, and during their actual 
attendance in any session of Congress, and sixty days 
before and after such session; and in case of excess of 
weight, that excess alone-shall be paid for; the Presi- 
dent of the United States, Vice President, the Secreta- 
ries of State, of the Treasury, of War, of the Navy, At- 
torney General, Postmaster General, and the Assistants 
Postmaster General; the Couiptrollers of the Treasury, 
Auditors, Register, Treasurer, and Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and such individual who shall 
have been, or may hereafter be, President of the United 
States, and each may teceive newspapers by post, free 
of postage: Provided, That Postmasters shall not re- 
ceive, free of postage, more than one daily newspaper 
each, or what is equivalent thereto; nor shall members 
of the Senate, or of the House of Representatives, the 
Clerk of the House, or Secretary of the Senate, receive 
newspapers, free of postage, after their privilege of 
franking shall cease. / 


Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
person shall frank any letter or letters, other than-those writ- 
‘en by himself or by his order, on the business of his office,he 
shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of ten dollars, and it 
shall be the espeoial duty of Postmesters to prosecute for 
said uffence: Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Secretary of State, Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, 
and Postmaster Goneral, may frank letters or packets on of- 
ficial business, prepared inany other public office, in the ab- 
sence of the principal thereof. And if any person having the 
right to receive his letters {tee of postage, shall receive, en- 
closed to him, any letter (571 addressed toa person not 
57] 





having that right, it shall be his duty to return the ane bate 
ond pate Rago. thereon the pla 7 a whenes 
t it may with - And if aby, 
counterfen the hand writing or fr of any person, 
jews to be done, = order toavord the payment of 
each person, so offending, shall paj su 
five ieagredt adie. pecans: ne ea 
Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That € 
ter of newspapers may send ove paper to each and 
er printer of newspapers within the United States, 
postage, under such regulations as the Postmaster 
shall provide. 


Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That all néwans 






peis conveyed in the wait, shall be ander cover, open a pe 
eud, and charged with a postage of one cent each, for; 
tuuce net more than one hundred miles, and one and a 
cenis for any greater dist Provided, ‘That the 

a single newspaper from any one place to another, inthe 
may shall -— exceed one cent, and the Postmaster Geiger, 
shall require those who receive newspapers ; 

ways the amount of ove quarter's vonage ie Cie 
should the publisher of any newspaper, after being ‘three 
months previously notified that his paper is not taken out of 
tue vflice, to which it 1s sent for dehvery, continue to forward 
such paper in the mail, the postmaster to whose office | 
paper is sent, may dispose of the same, for the postage, a 
tue publisher shall pay it. If any person 
any department of the post office shal ey ah 
lay, embezzie, or desirey, any newspaper, or 
other person to do the like, or shall open, or pérmit any other 
to open, any muil, or packet of new rs, not di the: 
office where he is employed, such offender shall, on ¢ 
thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, for every 
such offeuce. And if any other person shall open bor 
packet of newspapers, or shall embezzle or decoy tea ame 
not being directed to such person, or not being authorized \ 
receive or open the same, such offender shall, on cony 
thereof, pay a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, re 
such offence. And if any person shall take, or steal, 
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shall permit any 
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office, or from any person having custody thereof,,su 
son shall,on conviction, be imprisoned, not exceedi 
months, for every such offence, to be kept at hard 
ing the period of such imprisonment. If any person 
close or conceal a leiter, or other thing, or any 0 
in writing, in a newspaper, pamphlet, or magazine, or 
package of newspapers, pamphlets, or magazines, or makeam 
writing or woe tgp. thereon, oe he shall have deliverec 
into any post oflice, or to any person for that purpose, in order 
that the same may be pone = t, free of letter’ postage 
he shall forfeit the sum of five dollars for every such 

and the letter, newspaper, package; memorandy 


sty 


thing, shall not be delivered to the person to whom it is direet- 
ed, until the amount of single letter postage is paid for eae 
article of which the package is composed. No new 
shall be received by the postmasters, to be conveyed by post, 
unless they are sufficiently dried, and enclosed in proper wrap. 
pers, on which, besides the direction, shall be noted the num: 
ber of papers which are enclosed for subscribers, and. the 
aumber for printers : Provided, That the number need not be 
endorsed, if the publisher shall agree to furnish the 
ter, at the close of each quarter, a certified statement of the 
number of papers sent in the mail, chargeable with postage, 
The Postmaster General, in any contract he may enter into 
for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize the person with 
whom such contract is to be made, to carry newspapers, ma- 
guzines, and pamphlets, other than those conveyed in. the 
mail: Provided, That no preference shall be given to the.pube 
lisher of one newspaper over that of another, in the same 
place. When the mode of conveyance, and the size of the 
mail, will admit of it, such magazines and pamphlets as-are 
published periodically, may be transported in the mail, to seb 
cvibers, atone and a half cents a sheet, for any distance nob 
exceedi ug one hundred miles, .nd two and a half cents fer any 
greater distance. And such magazines and pamphlets as 
are not published periodically, if sent inthe mail, shallbe 
charged with a postage of four cents on each sheet, for any 
distance not exceeding ove hundred miles, aud six cents for 
any greater distance. 4 


Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That if any post- 
master, Or other person authorized to receive the postage of 
Jetters andpackets, shall neglect or refuse to render his.ac- 
counts, and pay over to the Postmaster General the balance 
by him due, at the end of every three months, it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster General to cause a suit to be cop- 
meitced against the person or persons so neglecting or refuse 
ing. That all suits, which shall be hereafter commenced, for 
the recovery of debts or balances due to the General Post Of- 
fice, whether they appear by bond or obligations, made in the 
name of the existing, or any preceding ostmaster General, 
or otherwise, shall be instituted in the name of the © Posi- 
master General of the United States.” ‘That certified state- 
ments, under the seal of the General Post Office, of the ac- 
counts of the several postmasters and contractors, afier the 
same shall have been examined and adjusted at that office 
shall be admitted as evidence in all suits Lrought by the Post: 
master General for the recovery of balances or debts due 


quarterly accounts of postmasters ; or, if lodged in the T 
sury, copies, certified by the Regist is of 
fice, sha | be admitted pf port ng or eee ne, Os 
Sec. or “ers: be tt further enacted, That, it any 
postmaster shall neglect to render his accou month 
after the time, and in the form pet Baha presctloed law, 
and by the Postmaster General's instructions, conformable 





therewith, he shall. forfeit double they ' 
which shafl have arisen at the nite. castes of tad pe por- 
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sion of time previous or uent thereto ; oF, in case Ro ac- 
sunt Shall have been rendered at the time of trial of such 
se, then such sum as the court and jury shail estimate, equi- 
valent thereto, to be recovered by the Postmaster General, in 
an action of debt, on the bond against the postmaster aud bis 
securities, and for which the securities shall be liable 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, ‘That all pe- 
cuniary penalties and forieitures, incurred under this act, 
shall be one-half for the use of the person or persone inform 
ing and prosecuting for the same, and the other half to the 
use of the United States, and shajl be paid over to the Post- 
master General, and accounted for by him as other moneys of 
the Department. F : 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Postmaster General to make, provision, 
where it may be necessary, for the receipt of alt letters and 
packets intended to be couveyed by any ship or vessel beyond 
sea, or from auy port in the United States to another port 
therein; and the letters su received shall be formed inio a 
mail, sealed up, and directed to the Postmaster of ihe port to 
which such ship or vesse! saall be bound ; and for every lever 
or packet so receiver, there shail be paid, atthe time of its re- 
ception, @ postage of one cent, which shall be for the ase of 
the Postmasters respectively receiving the same. And the 
Postmaster General may make arrangements with the post- 
masters in auy foreign country, for the reesprocal receipt and 
delivery of letters and packets through the post oftice. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted, ‘That the 

masters; post riders, and drivers of the mail stages, shail 
heexempt from militia duties, and serving on juries, or any 
fine or penalty for neglect thereof. : 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That let- 
tercarriers shall be employed at such post offices as the Pust- 
master General shall direct, for the delivery of letters in the 

“respectively, where such post offices are established; 
and, for the delivery of such letter, the letter carrier may re- 
ceive, of the person to whom the delivery is made, two cents : 

idéd, ‘That no letter shall be delivered to such leiter car- 
rier for delivery, addressed to any persoa who shall ave lodg- 
ed at the post office a written request that the letter shall be 
detained in the office. And, for every etter lodged at any 
post office, not to be carried by post, but to be delivered at the 
place where it is so lodged, the postmaster shall receive one 
eentof the persow to whom it shal! be delivered. 

Sec. 37. And be it further enacted, That ali 
eauses of action arising under this act, may be sued, «nd all 
olienders against this act, may be prosecuted, before the jus- 
tices of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts of the 
several states, and of the several territories of ‘he UnitedStates, 
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‘direet- 9 they baving competent jurisdiction, by the laws of such states 
or each or territories,to the trial of claims and demands of as great 
papers value, and of the prosecutions, where the punishments are of 
yy post, usgreat extent ; and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, 
r Wrap. shall take pn ee em thereof, and proceed tojudgmeat and ex- 
e Pum. eeution, asin other cases. . 
ind. the Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That, in 
| not be all'suits or causes arising under this act, the court shalj pro- 
ostmas- ceed to trial, and render judgment the first term after such suit 
of the shall be commenced : Provided, alivcys, That, whenever ser- 
lage, vice of ‘the process shail not have been made twenty days at 
er into least previous to the return day of such term, the defendant 
mn with shall be entitled to one continuance, if the court, on the state- 
‘Ss, mae neat of such clefendant, shali judge it expedient : Provided, 
in. the also, Thatif the defendant in such suits Salt make affidavit 
ve pub- that he has a claim against the Geveral Post Office, not allow- 
e same ed by the Postmaster General, although submitted to him cun- 
of the formally to the regulations of the t'ost Office, aud shall speci- 
as are fy such claim in the altidavit, and-that he couid not be prepar- 
to sub ed for the trial at such term, for want of evidence, the court, 
ce not ia such case, being saiisfied in those respects, may granta con- 
for any tinuance until the next succeeding term ; and the Postmaster 
ets as General shall be authorized to discharge from impr isoument 
hall be any person confived in jail, on any judgment in a civil case, 
for any obtained in behalf of the Department : Provided, it be made}. 
ats for ‘a appear that the defendant has no property of any descrip- 
ion: And, provided, That such release shall not bar a subse- 
post- quent execution against the property of the defendant. 
age of Sec: 39. And be it further enacted, That it 
is.ac- slxill be the duty of the Postmaster General to report, annual- 
lance ly;to Cangress, every post road which shall not, after the se- 
be the cond year from jtsestablishment, Nave produced one-third of 
 com- ihe expense of carrying she mail on the same. 
bes Src. 40. And be tt further enacted, "Phat the Adju- 
of Of. tant General of the militia of each state and territory shall 
in thé bare right to receive, by mai!,free of posage, from any Major 
neral, Geveral or Brigadier General thereof, and to transmit to said 
Post. Generals, any letter or packet, relating solely to the militia of 
: such state or territory: Provided, always, ‘That every such 
eae oficer, before he delivers any such letter or -package for 
yo transmission, shall, in his own proper hond writiog, on the 
fice outside thereof, endorse tle mature of the papers enclosed; 
Po ae aud thereto subscribe his name and office, and shall previous- 


‘an lv furnish the Postmaster of the otice where he shall deposite 

i a e same, with a specimen of his signature, And, if any such 
¢ officer shall frank any letter or package, in which shall be 

is of contained any thing relative to any subject, other than of the 

oS Of. nilitia of such state or territory, every offender shall, on con- 

— of every such offence, forfeit aad pay-a fide of fifty 
ars. 


and by bim to be accounted for in the same manner as other 

moneys accruing from the Post Office Establishment. 

Sec. 42, And be it further enacted, That no Post- 

master, Assistant Postmaster, or clerk employed in any Post 

Office, shali be a contractor, or concerned in a contract or 

carrying the mail; Provided, That this section shall not imter- 

fere with contracts heretofore made. 

Sec. 43. And be it further enacted, That no addi- 

tional allowance shall be made, by the Postmaster General, 

to the contractor or carrier of any mail, on any route, over or 
beyond the amount stipulated in the coutiact entered into for 

the trausportation of the mail on such route, unless additional 

service shall be required; and then uo additional compensa- 

tion shall be allowed to exceed the exact proportion of the 

original amount to the additional duties required ; and the 

Postmaster General shall, in all such cases, within thirty days 
thereafier, wavsmit to the First Compwolter of the Treasury 

an account of such auditional services, and the compensation 
to be allowed therefor. 

Sec. 44. And be it further enacted, That any person 

or persons, who shall hereafter make any proposal, in writing, 

to curry Or transport the mail upon any route or routes, which 

may be advertised to be let, and such person or persons shall 

be determined by the Postinaster General to be entitled to the 

contract, by virtue of such propositiuu, and suca person or 

persons shail fail or refuse to énter into an obligation, with 

good hind suflicient security, to perform such conteact within 

the time required by the Postmaster General, in such adver- 

tisement, such person or persons Shall forfext and pay so much 

money assiall be the diflerence beiween the amount contained 

in such proposal, and the amount the Postmaster General shali 

bave to pay for the same transportation of the mail on such 

route or routes ; which sum may be recovered by the Postmas- 

ter General in an action on the ease. 

Sec. 45. nd be it further enacted, That if any per- 

son shal: buy, receive, or conceal, or aid in buying, receiving, 
or concealing, any article mentioned in the twenty-first section 

of this acty. knowing the same to have been stolen or embez- 

zled from the mail of the United States, or out of any Post 

Office, or from auy person having the custody of the said mail, 
or the letters sent, or to be sent therein; or if any person shall 
be accessary after the fact to any robbery of the carrier of the 
mail of the United States, or other person entrusted therewith, 
of such mail, or of part thereof, every person, so offending, 
Shall, on conviction ihe, eof, pay a fine uot exceeding two thou- 
sand dollars, and be imprisoned and coufined to hard labour 
for any time not exceeding ten years. And such personor 

persous so offending may be tried and convicied without the 
principal offender being first wied, provided such principal 
offender has fled from justice, or cannot be tound w be put on 
his trial, 

Sec. 46, And be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of acts which have been passed for the establishment 
and reguiation of the General Post Office, shall be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed: Provided, itsat ihe act entitled 
‘* Av act concerning public contracts,’ approved on the twen- 
ty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred and eight, shall 
not be affected hereby, but shall remain im fall force aud vir- 
tue: And provided, also, That nothing herein. contained shall 
be construed w affect, or extend to, any offence committed 
against the laws, now in force, intended by this act to be re- 
pealed; but the same shali be prosecuted, and determined, 
and punished, according to the said laws; nor to affect any 
existing contract, or debt, or demand, due w or from the De- 
partment; but all such oifeoces, crimes, detis, duties, de- 


determined, and exe®uted, according 10 the present iaws in 
force, as though this act had not pussed 3 wor shall it affect 
any appoiutments to offive made under the laws hereby re- 
pealed. H. CLAY,. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the Senate, pro, tempore. 
Washington, Maroh 3d, 1825.—Approved : 
JAMES MONROE. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of Corgress:toan act of the 
Geueral Assembly of Virginia, therein meutioned. 

Be itenacted by the Senate and Jlouse of Re- 
presentatives of tre United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the assent of Congress is 
hereby given and declared to an act of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, entitled “ An act incorpor- 
ating a Company for the purpose of improving the 
navigation of the Appomatox river, from Pocahon- 
tas bridge to Broadway,” passed on the eighth day 
of December, one thousand -eight hundred and 
twenty-four. . ; 

H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the{Senate pro. tempore. 

Approved, 3d March, 1825. 

JAMES MONROE, 


any AN ACT for the relief of Thomas Héwes. 

8% | Sec. 41. And be it further enacted, That, whenever| Be it enaeted by the. Senate and House of Re- 

lite’ pr tomy Senlagents of any Postmaster, after dedecting presentatives of the United States of America in 
erelram the neces expeaditu i i ' : 

Pee thall SGU tO wore than two chsaseatl Gutta re, the tiple: Cc assembled, That the proper accounting 
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shall be accounted for, and paid to the Postmaster General,| Officers of the Treasury Department, bé, and they 
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mands, and contracts, shall be held in force, and. adjudged, |. 


are hereby, authorized and directed, to pay to 'Tho- 
mas Hewes, out of any money in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, the balance which wiil re- 
main of the sum of four thousand one hundred and 
sixty-four dollars twenty-four cents, being the 
amount collected from hin by the Marshal of the 
District of Louisiana, in virtue of an execution is- 
sued against him as the security of James Jones, 
from the District Court of the United States for the 
state of Vermont, after deducting the amount of du- 
ties remaining due upon certain goods imported in- 
to Vermont from Canada, by said Jones, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, with inter- 
est thereon, and all necessary expenses incurred by 
the United States, in prosecuting the suits institut- 
ed against the said Jones and Hewes, on account of 
the importation of said goods, 

Approved, 3d March, 1825. 





AN ACT for the relief of Samuel Dale, of Alabama, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gressassembled, That the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury Department be directed to al- 
low Samuel Dale, of Alabama, the pay and emolu- 
ments of a Major of Infantry in the United States 
Army for a period of fifteen months, in fullcam- 


tween the United States and Great Britain, and 
the Creek and Seminole Indians; and. that the 
sum so allowed shall be paid out of any money in, 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. : 
Approved, 3d March, 1625. 





AN ACT for the welief of Jonathan Hudson; of Balii- 


more. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and TTouse of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘That the sum of four hundred 
and thirty dollars be allowed to Jonathan Hudson, 
of Baltimore, in part payment ofa revenue bond, 
given by Matthew Pascal, on which he was one of 
the sureties, being so much paid by him as consignee 
of the Spanish Brig San Francisco, Miguel Zenteno 
master, to the Collector of Norfolk; which payment 
was illegally exacted, he having previously paid 
the tonnage duty, on entry of said Brig, to the Colx. 
lector of the pert of Baltimore. 

Approved, March Sd, 1825. 





AN ACT for the iclief of Elisha Snow, Jr. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That. there be paid to Elisha 
Snow, Jr. of ‘Thomaston, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
two hundred arid forty-eight dollars and seventy- 
five cents, being the amount paid into the Treasu- 
ry from the proceeds of the Sloop Mary Snow, 
condenmed in the District Court for Maine District, 
at June term, eighteen hundred and twenty-two, 
and aticrwards remitted by the. President of ‘the 
United States, 


Approved, 6d Marelr, 1825. 





AN ACT for the relief of Priscilla Adams. 


Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States. af America in Con- 
gress assembled, ‘That the proper acgounting 
officers of the Treasury Department be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and directed to ascertain 
and- pay to Priscilla Adams, widow and adminis- 
tratrix of Charles Adams, deceased, late a soldier of 
the sixteenth regiment, United States Infantry, the 
amount of monthly pay and bounty due to the said 
Charles Adams at the time of his death ; and that 
the same shall be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 

Approved 3d March, 1825. 
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pensation for his services during the late: war be- ~ 
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AN ACT confirming an act of the Legislature of Virginia, | New-York, during the late War, and applied to the} who served as a volunt i 
eld, an areas he Chenenhe tf Owe of government Pade the United States, during. thefll of the 
a om , 5 Pp 
cisdening the Ai Approved, March 3d, 1825. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘That the act of the Legislature 
of the State of Virginia, entitled, “ An act incorpo- 
rating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company,” 
be and the same is hereby ratified and confirmed, so 
‘ far as may be necessary for the purpose of enabling 
any company that may hereafter be formed by the 
authority of said act of incorporation, to carry into 
effect the provisions thereof, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, within the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States, and no further. 

Sec, 2. And beit further enacted, That, should 
the state of Virginia or Maryland desire, at any 
time, to avail itself of the right secured to it, by the 
twenty-first section of the act aforesaid, to take and 
continue a canal, from any point of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal, to any other point within the terri- 
tory of the District of Columbia, or through the 
same, on application to the President of the United 
States, by the Executive of the State, the President 
is authorized and empowered to depute three skil- 
ful commissioners of the United States’ corps of En- 
inéers, to survey and examine so much of the 
route of such Canal, as may affect, in any manner, 
the navigation of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
The said commissioners, or a eey of them, 
shall ascertain, as far as practicable, whether the 
canal proposed to be constructed by the state afore- 
said, will injure or impede the navigation of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and report to the Pre- 
sident of the United States the facts and reasons on 
which they may ground their judgment thereupon ; 


which report shall be submitted to the Congress of 


the United States, at their session next ensuing the 
date thereof, for their decision thereon ; and if Con- 
gress shall be of opinion that the said canal may be 
cut in the manner proposed, as aforesaid, without 
impeding or injuring the navigation of the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal, the same shall be couclusive 


thereon. © 
Approved, March 3d, 1825. 





AN ACT fixing the place for holding the Circuit and District 
Courts of the United States for the Southern District of 
New-York. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Arurica in Con- 
gress assembled, That the Circuit and District 
Courts of the United States for the Southern Dis- 
trict of New-York, shall be holden in the City 
Hall, in the City of New-York, as heretofore, until 
otherwise ordered by law, or until the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury,on the representation of the Judges 
of said Courts, respectively, shall direct further or 
other accommodation to be provided for said Courts, 
or either of them: provided, The competent au- 
thority allow to said Courts the exclusive use of 
some suitable apartment for holding the same in 
the said City Hall: And provided, That the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the said South- 
ern District of New-York, may continue to hold its 
sessions where the same are now held, until the 
last of May, which shall be in the year one thou- 
sand eicht hundred and twenty-six, any thing in 
this act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, Sd March, 1825. - 


(ee 


AN ACT for the relief of William Townsend. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to 
William Townsend, out of any money in the Trea- 
sury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of nine 
hwndred and twenty-six dollars and fourteen cents, 
in full, for an anchor, taken from the Navy-Yard, in 


AN ACT for the relief of John S. Stiles. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Na- 
vy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
institute a re-examination of the case of three ves- 
sels, to wit: the ship Fabius, the brig Aid, and the 
schvoner Ann, formerly owned by George Stiles, 
now deceased ; which vessels, during the late war, 
were sunk fur the defence of the harbor of Balti- 
more. And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
further authorized to allow to the legal representa- 
tives of said George Stiles, such sum as, with what 
has already been allowed, he, the said Secretary, 
shall deem a just and reasonable compensation for 
the detention of said vessels, from the seventeenth 
day of February, one thuusand eight hundred and 
fifteen, to the time when they were delivered to the 
owner, and from thence to the termination of the 
period necessary to repair the injury done to them 
by sinking; according to the intent and meaning of 
the act of Congress, passed on the 26th day of 
April, ene thousand eight hundred and twenty-two 
entitled, “ An act for the relief of sundry citizens 
of Baltimore ;” the said sum to be ascertained in 
such manner as the Secretary of the Navy shall di- 
rect 3 which sum, so allowed, shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appro- 


priated. 
Approved, March 3, 1825. 





AN ACT for the relief of Lemuel Wootten. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That there be paid to Lemuel 
Wootten, out of any money in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of seven hundred 
dollars, for a wagon and four horses, with harness, 
lost in the service of the United States, in the year 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, deducting therefrom 
whatever sum may haye been paid for the use of 


said wagon and team. 
Approved, March 3d, 1825. 





AN ACT for the relief of Ebenezer Averill. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United Stages of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, directed, to pay out 
of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to Ebenezer Averill, the sum of seven- 
ty dollars, for pasturing horses for a corps of artil- 
lery in the service of the United States; and for 
fences used for fuel, in the fall of eighteen hundred 


and twelve, by the United States troops. 
Approved, March Sd, 1825. 





AN ACT for the relief of Sarah Shillito. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury pay to Sarah Shillito, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of three hundred and fifty dollars, for a house 
destroyed in the summer of one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirteen, while in the occupation of the 
United States’ troops; deducting, however, from 
the above sum, the amount that has been paid for 
the rent of said house, by any officer of the army of 


the United States. 
Approved, March 3d, 1825. 





AN ACT for the relief of Joseph Decrits. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the accounting officers 
of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, directed to 
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thousand eight hundred and thirteen; and thy 
they allow him the pay of a sergeant for the tin 
he may prove he was in the service, - ree) 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the. 
mount so. found due be paid out of any mor 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. . 
Approved, March 3d, 1825. ir 
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AN ACT fot the relief of Craven P. Luckett and Wie | 
Reynolds. vii 


presentatives of the United States of America, 
Congress assembled, That the proper officers of 
the Treasury be, and they are hereby, 
and required, to allow and pay unto Craven p 
Luckett, one of the Commissioners for ascertaining 
the rights of persons claiming lands in the ter 
of Florida, the sum of five hundred dollars, as 
compensation for having brought to the seat of oo. 
vernment the report of the said Commissioners. 
and to William Reynolds, the sum of five hundred 
dollars, as a full compensation for having brought 
to the seat of government the report of the Com. 
missioners for the settlement of land claims in Eas 
Florida ; and the said sum shall be paid out of apy 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

Approved, March 3d, 1825. is 





AN ACT for the relief of Elias Glen. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re 
presentatives of the United States of America ; 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of | 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized, to pay 
Elias Glen, the sum of one hundred dollars, out¢ 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap 
priated, in full for his services in taking de 
tions, at the instance and request of the late & 
tary of the Navy. 
Approved, March 3d, 1825. 

AN ACT making a iati ertai i 

the United Staten or the year one thousand eight Mt 

and twenty-five. sae 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums te, 
and the same are hereby appropriated, to wit: For 
fortifications, to each specifically, as follows : 

For Brenton’s Point, sixty thousand dollars. 

For New Utretcht Point, forty thousand dollars, 

For Fort Delaware, seventy-one thousand ‘six 
hundred and seventy-nine dollars and fifty cents, 

For Fort Monroe, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For Fort Calhoun, seventy thousand dollars, 

For the fort at Mobile Point, one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

For the Fort at Chef Monteur [Menteur] one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For Fort Jackson, on the Mississippi, one hhut- 
dred thousand dollars. Ke 

For a Fort at Beaufort, in North-Carolina; thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For Forts at Cape Fear, fifty thousand dollars. 

For repairs and contingencies, eight 
three hundred and twenty dollars and fifty cents. 

For the preservation of the Islands in Boston 
harbor, necessary to the. security of that place, fifty 
two thousand nine hundred and seventy-two dollars 
and fifty-six cents: Provided, however, That-the 
right of soil of said Islands shal) be first vested in 
the United States. 

For the armament of new fortifications, one hute 
dred thousand dollars. 

HENRY CLAY, __ 


Speaker of the House of Re 
President f the Senate, pee Camp 
; resident te 
Washington, March 2d, 1825.—Approved: ; 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of &E 
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